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• Information, Strategies, and 
resources to support school and 
community gardens

• Starting a School or Community 
Garden: Essential Steps for 
Success D2L course

• In-person adaptations of the D2L 
course

• Interactive Activity

Today We’ll Dig Into..



•Who has experience supporting school or 
community garden projects? 

•What went well?
•Did anything go wrong?



•Foundations of Gardening
•Smart Gardening with Vegetables 101
•Ask Extension
•Lawn and Garden Hotline
•Gardening in MI Facebook 
•Organic Farmer Training Program

Resources & Learning Opportunities



Internal MSUE Training D2L Course



D2L Course



In-Person Training



Important questions to ask before you start a garden:
• Who wants this garden?
• What is the purpose of the garden?
• Who will support the garden?

Community Need + Garden Benefit = Garden Goal 



Education Garden

Community Garden

Food Production Garden

Pollinator Garden



GATHERING CHAMPIONS AND SUPPORT
Potential Champions and Partners
School Gardens:
• Teachers
• Maintenance Staff
• Parent/Teacher Organizations
• Students
• Etc.

Potential Champions and Partners
Community Gardens:
• Schools
• Neighborhood Groups 
• Places of Worship + Religious Organizations
• City Governments - Parks and Recreation
• Etc.

Can’t Extension Master Gardener volunteers just do it for me?



Community 
Garden

Community Garden 
Management Toolkit, 
Springfield Food Policy 
Council

https://download-files.wixmp.com/raw/f24328_9a9e80ab86b14322848be80276c71cc0.pdf?token=eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiIsInR5cCI6IkpXVCJ9.eyJpc3MiOiJ1cm46YXBwOmU2NjYzMGU3MTRmMDQ5MGFhZWExZjE0OWIzYjY5ZTMyIiwic3ViIjoidXJuOmFwcDplNjY2MzBlNzE0ZjA0OTBhYWVhMWYxNDliM2I2OWUzMiIsImF1ZCI6WyJ1cm46c2VydmljZTpmaWxlLmRvd25sb2FkIl0sImlhdCI6MTcyNDk0NzY0MSwiZXhwIjoxNzI0OTQ4NTUxLCJqdGkiOiJiZDZhM2RhMy1lMWVlLTQ3MmQtOWU1NC05MGY3ZDU3MzQxZjgiLCJvYmoiOltbeyJwYXRoIjoiL3Jhdy9mMjQzMjhfOWE5ZTgwYWI4NmIxNDMyMjg0OGJlODAyNzZjNzFjYzAucGRmIn1dXSwiZGlzIjp7ImZpbGVuYW1lIjoiY29tbXVuaXR5X2dhcmRlbl9tYW5hZ2VtZW50X3Rvb2xraXQtIHRvdGFsLnBkZiIsInR5cGUiOiJpbmxpbmUifX0.89WgCkSfK71B4Ckl0HocG1p6OmRDwHCvqBBikt0C8Jk
https://download-files.wixmp.com/raw/f24328_9a9e80ab86b14322848be80276c71cc0.pdf?token=eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiIsInR5cCI6IkpXVCJ9.eyJpc3MiOiJ1cm46YXBwOmU2NjYzMGU3MTRmMDQ5MGFhZWExZjE0OWIzYjY5ZTMyIiwic3ViIjoidXJuOmFwcDplNjY2MzBlNzE0ZjA0OTBhYWVhMWYxNDliM2I2OWUzMiIsImF1ZCI6WyJ1cm46c2VydmljZTpmaWxlLmRvd25sb2FkIl0sImlhdCI6MTcyNDk0NzY0MSwiZXhwIjoxNzI0OTQ4NTUxLCJqdGkiOiJiZDZhM2RhMy1lMWVlLTQ3MmQtOWU1NC05MGY3ZDU3MzQxZjgiLCJvYmoiOltbeyJwYXRoIjoiL3Jhdy9mMjQzMjhfOWE5ZTgwYWI4NmIxNDMyMjg0OGJlODAyNzZjNzFjYzAucGRmIn1dXSwiZGlzIjp7ImZpbGVuYW1lIjoiY29tbXVuaXR5X2dhcmRlbl9tYW5hZ2VtZW50X3Rvb2xraXQtIHRvdGFsLnBkZiIsInR5cGUiOiJpbmxpbmUifX0.89WgCkSfK71B4Ckl0HocG1p6OmRDwHCvqBBikt0C8Jk
https://download-files.wixmp.com/raw/f24328_9a9e80ab86b14322848be80276c71cc0.pdf?token=eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiIsInR5cCI6IkpXVCJ9.eyJpc3MiOiJ1cm46YXBwOmU2NjYzMGU3MTRmMDQ5MGFhZWExZjE0OWIzYjY5ZTMyIiwic3ViIjoidXJuOmFwcDplNjY2MzBlNzE0ZjA0OTBhYWVhMWYxNDliM2I2OWUzMiIsImF1ZCI6WyJ1cm46c2VydmljZTpmaWxlLmRvd25sb2FkIl0sImlhdCI6MTcyNDk0NzY0MSwiZXhwIjoxNzI0OTQ4NTUxLCJqdGkiOiJiZDZhM2RhMy1lMWVlLTQ3MmQtOWU1NC05MGY3ZDU3MzQxZjgiLCJvYmoiOltbeyJwYXRoIjoiL3Jhdy9mMjQzMjhfOWE5ZTgwYWI4NmIxNDMyMjg0OGJlODAyNzZjNzFjYzAucGRmIn1dXSwiZGlzIjp7ImZpbGVuYW1lIjoiY29tbXVuaXR5X2dhcmRlbl9tYW5hZ2VtZW50X3Rvb2xraXQtIHRvdGFsLnBkZiIsInR5cGUiOiJpbmxpbmUifX0.89WgCkSfK71B4Ckl0HocG1p6OmRDwHCvqBBikt0C8Jk
https://download-files.wixmp.com/raw/f24328_9a9e80ab86b14322848be80276c71cc0.pdf?token=eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiIsInR5cCI6IkpXVCJ9.eyJpc3MiOiJ1cm46YXBwOmU2NjYzMGU3MTRmMDQ5MGFhZWExZjE0OWIzYjY5ZTMyIiwic3ViIjoidXJuOmFwcDplNjY2MzBlNzE0ZjA0OTBhYWVhMWYxNDliM2I2OWUzMiIsImF1ZCI6WyJ1cm46c2VydmljZTpmaWxlLmRvd25sb2FkIl0sImlhdCI6MTcyNDk0NzY0MSwiZXhwIjoxNzI0OTQ4NTUxLCJqdGkiOiJiZDZhM2RhMy1lMWVlLTQ3MmQtOWU1NC05MGY3ZDU3MzQxZjgiLCJvYmoiOltbeyJwYXRoIjoiL3Jhdy9mMjQzMjhfOWE5ZTgwYWI4NmIxNDMyMjg0OGJlODAyNzZjNzFjYzAucGRmIn1dXSwiZGlzIjp7ImZpbGVuYW1lIjoiY29tbXVuaXR5X2dhcmRlbl9tYW5hZ2VtZW50X3Rvb2xraXQtIHRvdGFsLnBkZiIsInR5cGUiOiJpbmxpbmUifX0.89WgCkSfK71B4Ckl0HocG1p6OmRDwHCvqBBikt0C8Jk


Garden Site Selection
One of the most important assets to consider when starting a garden is WHERE the garden 
will go. Some things to consider when selecting a site: 

- Size and topography of space
- Land ownership status
- Existing infrastructure (garden beds, irrigation, fencing)
- Access to water
- Security/accessibility for volunteers
- Past land use of site
- Soil quality
- Presence of animals (groundhogs, bunnies, deer, birds)



Garden Rules and Guidelines

- Need to have agreed upon Rules and Guidelines for garden space
- Rules should address:

- Any plants that are not allowed in the garden
- Types of fertilizers and pesticides that are allowed to be used, and by whom
- Guidelines for harvesting and distributing food or flowers that are grown
- Who can volunteer and when
- Tool care and safety guidelines

- Garden rules and guidelines should be decided before a garden is established. 

- Consider laws, ordinances, or rules that might impact your garden. 



Community Garden Guidelines Examples

Example from: Boston Community Gardens
 

https://thetrustees.org/place/boston-community-gardens/


School Garden Guidelines Examples

Example from: New York Botanical Gardens
 

https://www.nybg.org/content/uploads/2017/03/TS-Garden_Rules_Layout_1.pdf


•Split into groups of 4-6 people
•Consider the garden scenario on 
your worksheet

•Create garden guidelines that would 
be supportive of this garden 
scenario

•Be prepared to share out with the 
whole group

Establishing Garden Guidelines Activity



GARDEN SUSTAINABILITY AND FUNDING

Gardens require ongoing time commitment and resources to be most 
successful. 

Ways to ensure ongoing volunteer support: 
- Partner with community organizations focused on volunteerism
- AmeriCorps programs
- School service hour requirements
- Build garden maintenance into the curriculum for a class or club

No matter what, you will still need consistent leadership, a garden goal, 
and guidelines! 



Document Everything! 
• Who has been involved
• What funding has been used 

and donations received
• Rules/Guidelines
• What worked, what didn’t 
• What was planted where  & 

when
• Variety, quality, and yield

• Pest problems and 
management attempts

Photo: Karyn Juntunen, Copper Shores Community Health Foundation

GARDEN PROGAM SUSTAINABILITY



GARDEN FUNDING OPTIONS

Grants Donations Fundraisers

Membership 
Dues/Fees

Inclusion in 
Larger 

Budgets

www.kidsgardening.org/grant-opportunities 

http://www.kidsgardening.org/grant-opportunities
http://www.kidsgardening.org/grant-opportunities
http://www.kidsgardening.org/grant-opportunities


Garden Supply Support Pilot Program





• 2027 Plans:
• Offering workshops across the state – based on need
• Train the Trainer-ish opportunities

• School and Community Garden Working Group?

All still in the works, but reach out if you’re interested

Is there a need for School or Community Gardening Education in 
your Community?



Thank you! Q&A


	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24

